[Study of nausea and vomiting accompanying intravenous patient-controlled analgesia with fentanyl after cervical spine surgery].
Serious side effects of postoperative analgesia with opioid drugs include nausea and vomiting. We investigated the effects of various factors (patient background, anesthesia duration, and intraoperative drug use) on the frequency and degree of postoperative nausea and vomiting (PONV) during the first 24 hours of intravenous patient-controlled analgesia (PCA) with fentanyl. PONV occurred in 34% of the male patients and 68% of the female, and in 31% and 58% of smokers and non-smokers, respectively. Consideration should be given to gender and smoking status prior to starting preventive antiemetic therapy using PCA with fentanyl following cervical spine surgery.